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Advancing

policies and practices

that sustain 

working lands,

connected landscapes

and native species.



Innovative stewardship and conservation progress on working 

lands remains under-represented politically and socially, and 

is not sufficiently funded or valued by markets. We must 

change that.” –WLA Board Member



We are the stewards of our nation's resources. It is a 

daunting task and not one we should take lightly but 

what a power, what an opportunity, what a gift.

-- WLA Member



As a rancher, I’ve learned that conservation and 

ranching are not mutually exclusive pursuits. In fact, 

to do either well you’d have to do them together. 

-- WLA Board Member





Case Study 1 Mountain Island Ranch:

Family-owned for 45 years

Conservation easement

Produce certified organic beef 

and hay

Holistic management 

(planned, rotational grazing)

Habitat management for 

Gunnison SG and mule deer

Riparian restoration (remove  

tamarisk and Russian olive)





• Mechanical removal with 

machines and volunteer 

Conservation Corps.

• Herbicide applied to stumps, 

no cattle or hay production 

for three years to maintain 

organic certification



San Juan Ranch – San Luis Valley

George Whitten And Julie Sullivan

Working holistically with natural systems to improve soil health 

and plant productivity while reducing water use and saving money



Sustainable grazing and farming

Grazing windrowed hay:

Less water, fuel, fertilizer inputs

Better nutrient cycle & soil organic

Replenish the aquifer – more water in 

than out

• Teach management approach to 

apprentices – hands on



Improving Soil Health in Western Colorado 

No-till crop rotations using cover crops

Reduced tillage, inputs and water 



Facilitate knowledge sharing

CSU scientists and farmers 

are working together to find 

solutions that reduce water 

use and improve crop yields



Stewardship 

Tours

Hosted by WLA 
landowner members



Telling the Story

westernlandowners.org



Thank you!

Western Landowners 

Alliance

westernlandowners.org

http://www.westernlandownersalliance.org

