
Your Snow is 

My Drinking Water: 

Join the Keep It Clean West 

Slope Partnership

Paul Hempel, Colorado Rural Water Association
Christina Medved, Roaring Fork Conservancy



History

 May 2012: Gathering of RFV Water Providers to create valley-wide vision

 32 Source Water Protection Plans in Eagle, Pitkin and Garfield 

Counties

 November 2015: Water Provider Summit 

 Water providers call for help with PR & Ed

 Fall 2016-Spring 2017: CRWA and watershed groups meet and develop a 

Campaign and set expectations/boundaries

 Budget, Description and PR plan

 Obtain approval from KIC Partnership on Front Range

 Spring 2017-2018: CRWA and watershed groups propose specific 

Campaign to water providers

 Identify and secure funding

 CDPHE Source Water grants

 Sponsorship from counties and municipalities





Project Goals

 Help meet education and outreach needs of drinking water providers 

and their communities by accomplishing Action Items identified in 

regional Watershed Plans and individual Source Water Protection Plans.

 Launch a unified regional public awareness campaign utilizing 

consistent messaging.

 Provide residents with user friendly information explaining how individual 

actions could affect drinking water supplies in effort to institute changes 

in daily behavior.

 Sustain the campaign over subsequent years. 

Eagle River Watershed Council, Middle Colorado 

Watershed Council and Roaring Fork Conservancy work 

with water providers to implement campaign



Keep It Clean Partnership

Stormwater Education and Outreach via MS4 Permitting



www.roaringfork.org/KeepItClean

http://www.roaringfork.org/KeepItClean








12”x18” ALUMINUM 

PRINTED SIGNS



Roaring Fork River 6
Fryingpan River 3
Crystal River 2
Colorado River 3
Eagle River 4
Gore Creek 3
Brush Creek 3
Rifle Creek 1
Gypsum Creek 1
Lincoln Creek 2
Lake Creek 1
Cattle Creek 1
Grizzly Creek 1
No Name Creek 1
Castle Creek 1
Maroon Creek 1
Lime Creek 1

TOTAL: 35







Lessons Learned:

 This type of campaign needed 

 Expectations

 Underestimated time needed to communicate with 

15 partners on necessary details

 Spanish translation

 Priorities

 Partner check-in



Join the KIC West Slope Partnership!

For  $1,000:

• 3 road signs, river name plates, posts

• 400 coloring books

• 500 stickers

• 350 English & 350 Spanish brochures

• Added to website

• RFC admin time

• KIC ad (.jpg) for newspapers and social media

• Rent inflatable H2O Jo

• You pick up in Basalt in Spring 2020 and implement/install                    

Summer 2020

Commit before January 2, 2020 
to get this deal!


