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Stream Management Plan Support 
Request for Qualifications 
April 2018 
 

 
BACKGROUND AND NEED  

River Network requests qualifications from individuals or organizations to support its work to enlarge 
the pipeline of local coalitions that are interested, ready and capable of undertaking stream 
management plans.  Year one of this project was very successful in advancing the goals of the Colorado 
Water Plan by laying the groundwork for more and better stream management plans in Colorado.  In 
year two, we hope to continue building the pipeline, identifying opportunities for matching funds, and 
advancing the state of knowledge around how to craft effective and implementable stream 
management plans.  

The selected contractor will work with River Network staff to monitor the status and activities of all on-
going Stream Management Plans in Colorado to compile best practices and lessons learned; 
conceptualize, write and (with IT support) design an on-line resource library that houses guidance, 
examples and best practices; assisting with communications tasks such as writing email newsletters, 
blogs and print articles; and assisting with logistics and planning for workshops and webinars. 

Contractor will report to Nicole Seltzer, Science & Policy Manager.  Requirements include: location 
within the State of Colorado; strong understanding of watershed science and watershed management 
practices in Colorado; flexibility to travel within Colorado for meetings and workshops; strong writing 
skills; meeting and small event planning experience. 
 
All work must be completed by May 30th, 2019.  All expenses for travel, supplies, etc, with prior 
approval, will be reimbursed.  The position does not include insurance, vacation or retirement benefits. 
 
ABOUT RIVER NETWORK 

River Network envisions a future of clean and ample water for people and nature, where local 
caretakers are well-equipped, effective and courageous champions for our rivers. River Network’s 
mission is to empower and unite people and communities to protect and restore rivers and other waters 
that sustain all life. Visit www.rivernetwork.org to learn more about our current priorities. Our 
headquarters are in Boulder, Colorado and we have staff located in communities across the U.S. We are 
committed to embracing diversity, equity and inclusion in all areas to achieve our mission.  
 
Through our programs, we seek to connect with all communities and increase the impact of their efforts 
to secure clean and ample water. We provide opportunities for people working across the United States 
at the local level to national level to learn from each other and access solutions, technical support, and 
financial assistance through our staff, website, and quarterly newsletter River Voices, our annual 
conference River Rally, and our distance learning programs.  
 
River Network has a longstanding focus on helping watershed organizations better understand and 
implement policy solutions to achieve clean and ample water. Over the past twenty years, we have 
educated thousands of watershed protection leaders via our annual national River Rally and other 
regional, state and local training events. In 1999, we published the Clean Water Act Owners’ Manual, 

http://www.rivernetwork.org/
https://www.rivernetwork.org/
https://www.rivernetwork.org/get-involved/stay-informed/river-voices-newsletter/
https://www.rivernetwork.org/events-learning/river-rally/about/
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now in its second edition. In all, we have trained some 12,000 leaders throughout the U.S. on how to use 
the Clean Water Act effectively, resulting in stronger clean water protections throughout the country.  
More recently, we have produced several policy analyses including Protecting and Restoring Flows in our 
Southeastern Rivers: A Synthesis of State Policies for Water Security and Sustainability, providing 
guidance on a range of state policies for healthier rivers, and a Delaware Basin Water Policy Review, that 
examined selected Clean Water Act programs across the four states in the Delaware River Basin. 

REQUIRED TASKS 

Through this project, River Network aims to:   

• Enlarge the pipeline of local coalitions that are interested, ready and capable of undertaking stream 
management plans that reflect active engagement of the agricultural and water provider community 
during CWCB’s next grant cycle (2018) by addressing their knowledge, skill and capacity limitations.   

• Strengthen the community of practice of local watershed coalitions, statewide NGOs and the 
technical community to help meet coalitions’ knowledge gaps around how to plan and implement 
stream management plans.   

 
Required tasks include: 

Compilation of examples and best practices of stream management planning  
• Regular communications with the leadership of ~10 on-going SMPs in Colorado and occasional 

attendance at their meetings; 
• Brief monthly status sheet for program funders on SMPs that are in process or in the pipeline to 

track plans’ progress and monitor those that may be upcoming;  
• Development and updating of 1-2 page profiles of all in-process plans that summarizes their 

goals and objectives, tasks and technical approaches and budgets; and  
• Compilation of best practices and lessons learned from on-going plans that can be integrated 

into Task 1.2’s on-line resource guide.   
 

Development of an online resource guide on stream management plans 
• Conducting research and interviews with SMP practitioners, consultants, etc to compile 

examples and methodologies;   
• Write resource guide content and develop mock-up of pages; and 
• Work with appropriate IT staff (CWCB and others) to build and host designed pages. 

Education/outreach about stream management plans   
• Assisting in keeping the email list of people interested in SMPs up to date;  
• Coordinating regular email updates to the list of interested parties (once every 6 weeks or so);   
• Identifying possible external communication vehicles and initiating conversations about blog 

posts, articles and presentations;   
• Authoring requested articles, blog posts, etc  
• Helping with planning and logistics for in-person trainings and webinars, and attending when 

needed, including two workshops in the Colorado River Basin with the CMU Water Center on 
their IWMP framework and at least one workshop on river health assessments and data 
collection methods 
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REQUIRED DETAILS 

The deadline for responding to this Request for Qualifications is Friday, April 13, 2018.  
 
Submittal must include: 
1. Description of approach and relevant experience for each task 
2. Estimated time commitment to accomplish above tasks and desired hourly rate. Costs are not to 

exceed $25,000, with an additional $10,000 available for IT support for resource library 
development   

3. Examples of past work products and client references   
 

Please submit your proposal via email to Nicole Seltzer (nseltzer@rivernetwork.org) with “Colorado SMP 
Support” in the subject line.  
  


