
 
Rocky Mountain Field Institute  

Environmental Leadership Intern 
 2018 Field Season 

 
The Rocky Mountain Field Institute (RMFI) is looking for a few motivated students who are passionate about conserving 
natural public landscapes in the Southern Rocky Mountain Region through stewardship and education to join its team as 
Environmental Leadership Interns (ELI) in the 2018 field season.  
 

Job Title: Environmental Leadership Intern (ELI) 

Start Date: RMFI field season begins in early April, with potential for field experiences beginning in 
mid-March. We ask that interns commit to the equivalent of 2 semesters or a summer and a 
semester. 

End Date: The field season typically ends in mid-November 

Hours per week: 7 – 15, more hours possible  

Coordinator: Jay Minton 

Email: jay@rmfi.org 

Phone: (719)471-7736 ext. 2# 

Other contact: Joe Lavorini, joe@rmfi.org 

About RMFI and 
its work: 

The Rocky Mountain Field Institute is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization based in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado dedicated to the exemplary restoration of key natural areas through the 
integration of volunteer stewardship, education, and research. Founded in 1982, RMFI has 
accomplished its mission by completing key environmental projects in recreational areas 
throughout the Southern Rocky Mountains and Colorado Plateau. RMFI has received national, 
state, and local recognition for trail construction and restoration that is widely regarded as some 
of the finest work of its kind accomplished in the region. Land agencies at the local, state, and 
federal levels seek us out for our innovative trail and restoration solutions, our ability to leverage 
dwindling financial resources, and rally community volunteers to accomplish the work. RMFI 
offers field internships (ELIs) and office-oriented internships (media, outreach, and data-entry). 
Since its inception, RMFI has mobilized thousands of volunteers to achieve its mission, 
averaging 2,300 individuals and 20,000 hours on over a dozen sites annually. For more 
information, please visit www.rmfi.org.  

ELI Duties and 
Responsibilities: 

POSITION DESCRIPTION 

The ELI intern works under the direction of the Program Manager and Field Coordinator as part 
of the RMFI field staff and will help coordinate RMFI’s community volunteer projects. Community 
volunteer projects take place primarily on weekends and select weekdays, from early April to 
mid-November. Project sites may include Garden of the Gods and other City of Colorado Springs 
parks, Barr Trail, Bear Creek Canyon, and the Waldo Canyon and Black Forest burn areas. Intern 
responsibilities will include engaging volunteers in project tasks, assisting with the maintenance 
and care of tools and gear, and overseeing safety and project goals. Interns may progress in 
responsibilities toward planning and running portions of a field workday. This position will 
consist mostly of weekend fieldwork. It is a great introduction to nonprofit operations and offers 
a chance to gain experience in the environmental stewardship and education sectors as well as 
in volunteer supervision. 



SPECIFIC DUTIES 

•  Assist with the supervision of volunteers in the completion of trail and restoration projects 
alongside other RMFI staff.   
•  Assist with the instruction and management of volunteers, students, and other program 
participants in trail and restoration techniques, field safety, and project objectives.   
•  Assist with the management of tool, equipment, and food logistics in the field.   
•  Participate in pre- and post-project activities including briefings, evaluations, and trainings. 
•  Assist in promoting and conducting outreach for RMFI programs.   
•  Participate in staff trainings and develop new skills and techniques as necessitated by 
projects.   
•  Provide clear, effective, and timely communication with the Program Manager and additional 
staff.   
 
WORK SCHEDULE 

Primarily weekends, 7:00-4:00. Monday-Friday as available. Minimum 7 hours/week.  
 
The ELI internship position is an unpaid, volunteer position, though some partnering local 
colleges may offer work-study financial assistance in conjunction with this internship. 

Qualifications: DESIRED SKILLS AND ABILITIES (but not required) 
 
•  Experience overseeing volunteers.   
•  Experience in trail and restoration techniques.   
•  Ability to work independently with little supervision.   
•  First Aid/CPR certification, Wilderness First Responder.   
 
The program requires strenuous fieldwork, at times in inclement weather.  Students studying 
environmental science, environmental policy, or in a natural science major are encouraged to 
apply. Students in other areas of study are considered if they demonstrate interest in those 
fields. 
 
Interns are strongly encouraged to complete internship periods for at least two semesters or a 
summer to obtain the training and skills equivalent of a RMFI Junior Field Instructor. 

How to Apply for 
this position: 

Please send a resume and brief cover letter to: 
 

Jay Minton 
RMFI Program Manager 
815 South 25th Street, Suite 101 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904 
jay@rmfi.org    

with courtesy copy to rmfi@rmfi.org 
subject line: “Environmental Leadership Internship_your name here.” 

 


