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The Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish 
Recovery Program

• Ensures water storage and 
depletion is in compliance 
with ESA.

• Sufficient progress 
towards species recovery 
must be demonstrated

• Program Elements:
1. Native Fish Stocking

2. Environmental Flows

3. Habitat Restoration

4. Non-native Management

5. Research and Monitoring



The Fishes



Sea Turtles of the Colorado Basin

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-
information/general-publications/briefingbook/2009Highlights.pdf

www.nps.gov
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Removing Barriers 

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/general-
publications/briefingbook/2009Highlights.pdf



Larval Nurseries – Think of the Children!
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Non-Native Fish Management

•One of the most significant obstacles to the successful 
recovery of native fishes
• 24 families of Non-native fishes

• About 100 species

Paul C. Marsh Marsh & Associates, LLC



Environmental Flows

http://www.coloradoriverrecovery.org/general-information/general-
publications/briefingbook/2018-BriefingBook.pdf



Habitat Management

Tetra Tech (2005)

Matthew J. Breen, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources



Habitat Management

•Exclude non-natives

•Draw-down ponds/wetlands 

•Maintain hydrologic connectivity

•Supplemental water source 

•Control structures



Habitat in the Grand Valley?

1937 2018



Constructed Habitat

Jarvis Property

• Breached dyke

• Passively drains in fall/winter

• Still hydrologically 
connected?



Riverfront Re-develoment: Las Colonias



Riverfront Re-develoment: Dos Rios

•Mixed Use

•Riverfront Access

•*Fairly* high and dry

•Gentrification





Grand Valley River Corridor Land Ownership

Government – 50%

Agriculture –
30%

Private – 20%

Federal – 55%

Local – 25%

State – 20%



Coalitions

•Fish and Wildlife Service

•Bureau of Reclamation

•Bureau of Land Management

•Colorado Parks and Wildlife

•Cities of Grand Junction, Palisade, Fruita

•Rivers Edge West

•Audubon

•Grand Junction Economic Partnership 



Thank You.

jsholtes@coloradomesa.edu


